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Photo: The potoroo population was devastated by bushfires near Albany 

in 2015. (ABC News: Kendall O'Connor)  

The world's rarest marsupial has a new home and researchers 
hope it will boost the number of Gilbert's potoroos in Western 
Australia. 

The potoroo was first discovered at Two Peoples Bay, near 
Albany, in the 1840s but was not sighted again, and was 
considered extinct, until 1994. 

Principal research scientist with the Department of Parks and 
Wildlife Tony Friend estimated there were only about 70 left. 

Then in 2015, the Gilbert's potoroo population at Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve was devastated when bushfire 
ravaged 1,200 hectares of its habitat. 

"It was incredibly dangerous for them because one wildfire, which could have happened at anytime, would have 
wiped out the population and the whole species," Dr Friend said. 

"So we worked pretty hard over the years since the rediscovering of them in 1994 to set up other populations so 
that when the fire came the species was secure." 

Island refuge provides 'rosy' future 

Photo: Dr Tony Friend said working with the potoroos was a big 

responsibility. (ABC News: Kendall O'Connor) 

With a rugged terrain and an area of roughly 90 
hectares, Michaelmas Island, off the coast of Two 
Peoples Bay, was chosen as the new habitat for the 
animals. 

According to Dr Friend, the island's lack of predators 
was a key factor in its selection. 

"We thought it would take two or three months after 
the fire and rescuing those animals to get them out 
into a new site," he said. 

"But it has taken longer for us actually to assess Michaelmas Island and work out whether it's ok for the release." 

Several potoroos had also fallen prey to native pythons while at pest free enclosures at the Waychinicup National 
Park late last year. 

With two potoroos moved to Mt Gardner in Two Peoples Bay, and a population on Bald Island thriving, Dr Friend was 
cautiously optimistic about the marsupial's future. 

"It is fantastic to be able to work with such a special animal, it's also a big responsibility," he said. 

"I guess that's something that worries me quite often, but on the other hand with the support we've got I think the 
future is rosy for the potoroos." 

Earlier this year the Gilbert's potoroo was added to the National Threatened Species trajectory list. 

This move was bolstered by a Coalition pledge during the recent federal election campaign which could see the 
Gilbert's Potoroo Action Group receive $250,000 towards maintaining a secure population. 
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