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Greetings from AJWCEF 
 

Thank you to everyone for your support of AJWCEF. April in Japan would no doubt herald the arrival of cherry 
blossoms in full bloom. Here in Brisbane, the mornings and evenings are starting to become cooler, hinting of 
the autumn weather to come. As you would be aware, being in the southern hemisphere our seasons are 
opposite to those in Japan. 
 
To this point, AJWCEF has been conducting study tours and training courses in Australia for adults and 
university students to elevate understanding about wildlife conservation, as well as holding public forums and 
seminars at universities in Japan. With assistance from the Australian federal government and the Australia - 
Japan Foundation, AJWCEF started a new initiative as of February this year which links Australia and Japan in 
real time via the internet to simultaneously provide environmental education as well as language and 
education about society. This educational project targets the primary and junior and senior high school 
students who are our future and provides them with the opportunity to observe the circumstances 
surrounding the natural environment and wildlife in other countries, which they rarely get to see, prompting 
them to consider what they can do to protect the global environment. At present, one high school from each 
of Japan and Australia have been selected as model schools, with the Japanese high school being linked to 
Australian conservation facilities and the Australian high school linked to Japanese facilities through a live 
hook-up to deliver lessons in English in the case of the former, and in Japanese in the case of the latter (many 
schools in Australia teach Japanese as a foreign language). 
 
It is difficult for sufficient results to be produced in the area of wildlife and environmental conservation if the 
issues are tackled only by the experts; of great importance is that we all take a daily interest  and participate in 
‘grass-roots’ activities starting with conservation close to home. For example, sea turtles inhabit the seas 
around Australia. Many of these turtles die after swallowing inappropriate items they have mistaken for food. 
In many cases, these items turn out to be plastic shopping bags. Experts make their contribution by 
determining such causes, but that alone is not sufficient to protect the turtles. Saving the turtles requires that 
more people must stop needlessly discarding these plastic bags. That’s right. Ensuring that society as a whole 
is ever aware of such issues and takes care with its own behavior will be a vital course in saving the sea turtles. 
 
AJWCEF provides this kind of information in order to assist with raising awareness among the wider 
community, and your support to continue to do so would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Tetsuo Mizuno 
Executive Director, AJWCEF 

 
The Australian Government and the Australia-Japan Foundation are supporters of AJWCEF’s 

new education project – live broadcasting between Australia and Japan to provide education 
about environmental and wildlife protection. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Report on Feb. 2012 Training Course 
(Introductory) 

Norihiro Kanazawa, 2nd yr Vet Science, 
Kagoshima University  

The 
introductory training 
course was a 
wonderful 
experience in which 
I was able to learn 
about the current 
status of wildlife and 
conservation 

activities in Australia, something I couldn’t have 
experienced in Japan. We were able to appreciate 
that there is a right way and a wrong way to treat 
animals, prompting us as participants to consider 
for ourselves what is important. Through exposure 
to the personalities, approach and passion of the 
Australian people involved in wildlife conservation 
we were given the impetus to think more deeply 
about wildlife protection.  

The goals of the Moggill 
Koala Hospital do not 
include breeding koalas, 
but rather protection and 
rescue activities that 
result in successfully 
treated koalas being 
returned to the wild to 
play their role in 
maintaining the 
ecosystem. The hospital 
also has habitat 
protection projects. It was obvious how links 
between the local community, government, 
industry and the like are essential in the co-
existence of humans and wildlife, and that with 
everything being interconnected it is unhelpful to 
look at matters in isolation.  

 At the David Fleay Wildlife Park also we got 
to help care for some of Australia’s unique animals. 
It was fascinating to learn of just how many 
species there are and about their unique 
characteristics. During our visit to the University of 
Queensland facilities we were able to observe the 
standard of Australian veterinary practice and 
wildlife protection activities. Since I had already 
given some thought to attending an overseas 
university in the future, this just heightened my 
interest in overseas veterinary universities, so this 
experience allowed me to have a broader view of 
the world. 

 It was a jam-packed two weeks. Wildlife 
protection is not possible without cooperation 

between a variety of people, and requires dealing 
intimately with both people and animals. By 
actually participating in protection activities I 
learnt how enjoyable they can be, as well as how 
difficult it is to implement the ideal activities. 
However, given that the preservation of 
ecosystems is vital for both humans and other 
animals, I hope to play my part in this, no matter 
how small, to aid these activities to create a better 
environment.  

 I am so grateful to learn from the AJWCEF 
staff and personnel of the various facilities about 
the Australian approach to wildlife protection and 
to have had such rare experiences. 

Report on March 2012 Training Course 
(Advanced) 

Kazuki Fujii, Tokyo University of Agriculture & 
Technology 

I am currently studying veterinary science and 
had considered becoming a wildlife researcher in 
the future. As such, I decided to participate in this 
course in order to see the actual frontline of this 
field with the hope of gaining a new perspective by 
comparing Japan and Australia with its wonderfully 
unique animals. I had previously participated in 
the introductory training course, but also found 
the advanced course more specialized and very 
fulfilling as we learned about the koala retrovirus 
and were able to conduct an autopsy under the 
supervision of a veterinarian. 
By visiting a number of 
different wildlife protection 
facilities, I was able to hear 
the thoughts and 
approaches of many 
volunteers, rangers and 
veterinarians that work 
there and compare them 
with my own ideas to again 
gain new perspectives.   

This course showed me 
that those involved with wildlife truly love the 
animals and try to consider how to protect them. I 
was impressed by the multitude of approaches 
such as education, rescue, surveys and protection 
measures that are undertaken to achieve this goal 
and the variety of activities there are. 

I am so glad that I did this course. I will be 
sure to put what I learned to good use and further 
polish my skills in Japan.  

 

Please go to AJWCEF’s website to  
read more stories from training course participants. 

  Tree kangaroo 

Treating an echidna 



- IPSWICH KOALA PROTECTION SOCIETY - 
 

Following on from our previous edition, we have included another piece from the Ipswich Koala 

Protection Society, one of the organizations that the AJWCEF works with and works to support. 

This time, we hear from Helen, a veteran koala rescuer with seventeen years experience.  
 

‘Funny but True’ By Helen Darbellay 
 

Koalas have no road sense, and don’t usually recognize a dog as an enemy until after it attacks. They 

just want to climb trees, eat, sleep and reproduce. Unfortunately, in the process, they manage to get 

themselves into all sorts of weird situations and predicaments:  

 

…..like the thirsty koala who fought a doberman for water rights. What is unusual is that this time the 

koala won. The dog ended up cowed and whimpering, (and very sore), huddled in his kennel, while 

the koala drank his fill from the dog’s bowl. (The dog’s owner rang to ask me to remove the vicious 

animal from her yard – I was tempted to take the dog)! 

 

……and the young male koala determined to go to school. He tried to enter Camira State School but 

didn’t go through the gate like most students, didn’t climb over the fence like some naughty students, 

but tried going through the fence. He got his head well and truly stuck in the fence – twice in the 

same week!  He obviously didn’t learn his lesson the first time. 

 

…..and the koala who got on a train at Rosewood station without purchasing a ticket, (probably felt he 

didn’t need one as he did not take up a seat). He was ‘apprehended’ and ‘forcibly removed’ from the 

train at Walloon station – for fare evasion.  Actually, this caused a bit of a dilemma – where to return 

him. Where he was coming from, or where he was going to?  

….and the one who ended up in the security office on the Amberley RAAF base, (this is a bit of a 

worry because this koala not only breached security but had our trained, fearless defense force 

personnel terrified - they actually locked me in with him until I had him safely in custody). 

…..and the mother and baby, (small back-rider), who were sitting in the middle of the road ‘for ages’ 

but had disappeared by the time the rescuer got there.  Finally located mum up a very tall tree, without 

her baby. Definitely not on her back, cuddled close to her belly or safely ensconced in her pouch. Four 

people spent over an hour searching the underbrush by torchlight, at 2 o’clock in the morning, for the 

‘dropped’ baby – and all that time mum, (with baby safely attached), was sitting in a very small tree 

just above our heads, close enough to touch, watching the search. It turned out to be a classic case of 

mistaken identity. The koala we first located was a male, (which explains why there was no baby on 

his back or in his pouch). Mum, bub and the imposter were all doing well………..but for how long?  

Their habitat on the other side of the road had been bulldozed just the day before.  

Now that you’ve had your laugh…………..let’s get serious!  Every koala rescuer has similar stories, 

or variations of them – the ‘if it wasn’t so sad it would be funny’ type stories.  We’ve all witnessed 

the confusion experienced by our simple-minded koalas when ‘civilization’ is imposed on them;   

when  ‘progress’ reaches their small part of the world;   when their small world disappears, almost 

literally, overnight. 

 

 



Activity Report  

October 2011 - March 2012 

 
Information session for 2012 Australian wildlife protection seminars and training courses.  
１．Nov. 3（Thur.）Kani Public Arts Center, Kani City, Gifu Prefecture 

Environmental Protection Seminar – Australian Wildlife and Wildlife Protection 
 * Weird and Wonderful Australian Animal Quiz 

* A Koala Crisis – Status and Protection of Australian Wildlife 
  Dr. Allan McKinnon, Manager, Moggill Koala Hospital (state government funded facility)  

* Participating in Overseas Wildlife Protection – Australia 
  Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 

２．Nov. 4（Fri.）Azabu University（Sagamihara, Kanagawa Prefecture） 
Wildlife Protection Seminar and Australian Wildlife Protection Training Course Info Session 
* Australia’s Unique Animals 

   Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 
* Koala AIDS & the Hendra Virus Infections – the Latest Information 

  Dr. Allan McKinnon, Manager, Moggill Koala Hospital 
* Participating in Overseas Wildlife Protection – Australia 

  Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 
* AJWCEF Australian Wildlife Protection Training Courses 

  Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 

３．Nov. 5, 6 (Sat./Sun.）Nippon Veterinary & Life Sciences University (Musashino, Tokyo) Cultural 
Festival 
Held in conjunction with an International Symposium (5 Nov., from 12:45 pm) 
Seminar: Protecting Rare Wildlife and the Challenge of Artificial Reproduction Technology  
*Weird and Wonderful Australian Animal Quiz  
 Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 

     *A Koala Crisis – Status and Protection of Australian Wildlife 
 Dr. Allan McKinnon, Manager, Moggill Koala Hospital 

     *Koala AIDS & the Hendra Virus Infections – the Latest Information 
  Dr. Allan McKinnon 

* Participating in Overseas Wildlife Protection Training Courses– Australia 
  Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno 

* Training Course Participants’ Personal Experiences 
 Haruko Mori, Tamami Shinoda, Mizuki Shinozaki  
* Video Session – ‘Koala Miracle – the World’s First Koala Produced by Artificial   
        Insemination’ 
* Video Session – ‘Koala Crisis’ 
* Open conversation with Allan McKinnon, manager of the koala hospital 

４．7 Nov. (Mon.）Okayama University of Science（Okayama City, Okayama   Prefecture） 
 * Information session for 2012 Australian wildlife protection seminars and training courses.  
 * Australia’s Unique Animals 

  Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 
 *A Koala Crisis – Status and Protection of Australian Wildlife 

 Dr. Allan McKinnon, Manager, Moggill Koala Hospital 
 * Koala AIDS & the Hendra Virus Infections – the Latest Information 
    Dr. Allan McKinnon, Manager, Moggill Koala Hospital 

* Participating in Overseas Wildlife Protection – Australia 
  Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 

* AJWCEF Australian Wildlife Protection Training Courses 
  Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 



５．8 Nov.（Tues.）Waseda University（Shinjuku Ward, Tokyo） 
Seminar on International Cooperation in Wildlife Protection 
* Australia’s Unique Animals  

  Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 

６．10 Nov.（Thurs.）Kitazato University（Towada, Aomori Prefecture） 
Wildlife Protection Seminar and Australian Wildlife Protection Training Course Info Session 
* Koala AIDS & the Hendra Virus Infections – the Latest Information 

    Dr. Allan McKinnon, Manager, Moggill Koala Hospital 
* Participating in Overseas Wildlife Protection – Australia 

  Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 
*‘AJWCEF Australian Wildlife Protection Training Courses 

  Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 

７．12 Nov.（Sat.）Obihiro University of Agriculture & Veterinary Medicine（Obihiro,   

 Hokkaido） 
Wildlife Protection Seminar and Australian Wildlife Protection Training Course Info Session 
* Australia’s Unique Animals 

  Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 
 * Koala AIDS & the Hendra Virus Infections – the Latest Information 
      Dr. Allan McKinnon, Manager, Moggill Koala Hospital 

* Participating in Overseas Wildlife Protection – Australia 
   Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 

* AJWCEF Australian Wildlife Protection Training Courses 
  Dr. Tetsuo Mizuno, Executive Director, AJWCEF 
 

Education Program via Live Internet Link-up （pilot study） 

１．A live link-up is established between Kani City in Gifu Prefecture and Cleveland District High 
School in the city of Redland, Queensland, to deliver education in Japanese about Japan’s 
environment, traditional lifestyle, and environmental protection activities, etc.  

２．A live link-up is established between Kani Technical High School and wildlife and environmental 
protection facilities in Brisbane, Redland, Ipswich and the Gold Coast to deliver education in 
English about Australia’s environment, lifestyle, and environmental protection activities, etc.   
A pilot study for this live link-up education program is being conducted using Cleveland District 
High School and Kani Technical High School as model schools and with funding support from 
the Australian federal government and the Australia-Japan Foundation. 

Wildlife Conservation Training Courses 

１．  Introductory Training Course（February 2012） 

２．  Advanced Training Course（March 2012） 
 
Projects 

１．Eucalyptus tree plantations 
         Eucalyptus plantation (Moggill Koala Hospital, Pullenvale State School, Kenmore South       
         State School, AJWCEF joint project continuing) 

２．Australia-Japan Research Exchange (The University of Queensland, Nippon Veterinary and     
Life Science University, Moggill Koala Hospital, David Fleay Wildlife Park, etc.) 

 
Media 

1. “Yukie Nakama’s Blue Earth 6, The reality of endangered species and coexistence with human 

beings” (January 2012) [TV-Tokyo] 

 
 
 
 



Publications（Books） 

1. T. Mizuno, Participation in Australian wildlife conservation activities. In Waseda University 
Australia Research Centre (Ed.), Sekai no nakano o-sutoraria [Australia from an International 
Perspective], Oceania Publishing, Tokyo.  

 

Publications（Academic Papers, etc.） 

１．G. Simmons, P. Young, J. McKee, J. Meers, (Ed.) T. Mizuno., The epidemiology of koala 
retrovirus. Journal of Veterinary Epidemiology, 15: 449-454, 2011. 

２．Y.Sakamoto, M. Oishi, S. Soeda, T. Mizuno, A. McKinnon, S. Johnston, N.Ichihara, M. 

Asari, T. Nishita, Hajime Amasaki, Distribution of carbonic anhydrase isozymes (CA) II and 
VI in parotid and submandibular salivary glands in wombats, Proceedings of the annual 
meeting of Japanese Society of Veterinary Science, 151: 187, 2011. 

３．T. Nishido, M. Oishi, S. Soeda,  T. Mizuno, A. McKinnon, S. Johnston, N.Ichihara, M. Asari, T. 

Nishita,  H. Amasaki, Distribution of carbonic anhydrase isozymes (CA) II and VI in parotid 
and submandibular salivary glands in Eastern grey kangaroos, Proceedings of the annual 
meeting of Japanese Society of Veterinary Science, 151: 187, 2011. 

 
Academic Society Presentations 

１．S. Johnston, T. Mizuno., Genome resource banking of Australia’s unique mammalian fauna:  
The current status, Nippon Veterinary and Life Sciences University, International Symposium 
Celebrating 130 Years since Foundation, Tokyo, Japan, 2011  

 

Donations made by AJWCEF (Oct. 2011－ March 2012) 

１．Ipswich Koala Protection Society：$ 400 

２．Moggill Koala Hospital：$ 2,400  

３．Queensland University：$ 900 

 

Event Information 
Study Tour              

① 25-20 June 2012 
Australian Wildlife Study Tour (Professional) 

Location：Queensland, Australia 

For：Keepers and veterinarians involved in the management of zoo animals and/or wild 
animals 

 
Training Course  

①  Aug. 18– Sept. 1, 2012  

Australian Wildlife Protection Training Course（Introductory） 

Location：Queensland, Australia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Sedated koala      Planting eucalyptus trees for hospitalized            Feeding a tree kangaroo 
Koalas 

 

（Photos: 1st introductory training course and 2nd advanced training courses） 

http://jglobal.jst.go.jp/search.php?q=%22%E6%B0%B4%E9%87%8E%E5%93%B2%E7%94%B7%22%E3%80%90200901100403247564%E3%80%91&t=0
http://jglobal.jst.go.jp/search.php?q=%22%E6%B0%B4%E9%87%8E%E5%93%B2%E7%94%B7%22%E3%80%90200901100403247564%E3%80%91&t=0
http://jglobal.jst.go.jp/search.php?q=%22%EF%BC%A1%EF%BC%AC%EF%BC%AC%EF%BC%A1%EF%BC%AE%E3%80%80%EF%BC%AD%EF%BD%83%EF%BC%AB%EF%BD%89%EF%BD%8E%EF%BD%8E%EF%BD%8F%EF%BD%8E%22%E3%80%90200901100361707446%E3%80%91&t=0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Grey_Kangaroo


 

ＡＪＷＣＥＦ Staff 

 
Akane Shoji 

My name is Akane and I help out with the AJWCEF blog. Currently, I am studying 
veterinary science at university; I am in the pathology research laboratory and am always 
surprised at the depth of the new topics that I come across. I have always loved animals, 
knowing from an early age that I wanted to become a veterinarian, and was entranced by 
the biology classes offered as specialised study in junior high school. I decided to do the 
AJWCEF training course last year because I wanted to see wildlife and the places associated 
with them. Being able to come into contact with many of Australia’s unique animals which 
can’t be seen in Japan, and being able to see for myself the front-line with the various 
associated dilemmas certainly provided food for thought when considering my own future. I will keep working 
to become tougher in mind and body and continue to give my all for animals. 

－A Message from an AJWCEF Member Volunteer－ 
G’Day,mate! I am Mei Takahashi, and am happy to say that I graduated from the Nippon Veterinary and 

Life Sciences University (NVLU) in March. 
While still a student, I took part in AJWCEF’S introductory and advanced training 

courses, and also assisted at COP10 and NVLU’s university festival, opportunities which 
have afforded me many precious experiences. This may have contributed to my being 
able to commence work from April in the research facility of a zoo. In Australia I learned 
about the fascinating characteristics of marsupials which lead me to think that there are 
still many wonderful creatures on this earth that we need to protect and let others know 
about. This has also transferred over into my hopes and motivation with respect to my 
current workplace. I also learned about how Australians interact with wildlife and took 
active part in various volunteer activities; these experiences made me pause to wonder 

about the situation in Japan. Come to think of it, I even chose to write my graduation dissertation on the hairy-
nosed wombat because my time in Australia made me a lover of marsupials. 

Many different breeding techniques and methods are used at my present place of work. Since any of the 
animals in the zoo may be subject to these, research also includes that on koalas and tree kangaroos. Although 
I’m still just a rookie with less than one month’s experience under my belt, I’ll be working hard to learn about 
everything I can and pour my efforts into wildlife protection.  I also dream of saving up and heading back to 
Australia some time! 

I believe our AJWCEF members include people throughout Japan (or the world?) involved with wildlife in 
various ways. If we can support wildlife in a multitude of ways then I feel sure we can protect them and teach 
others about them.  As one of those people, I will be making every effort to do so. Hope to see you again one 
day in Australia!  

 

Become a Member (Individual •Corporate) or Make a Donation    
Your support will help save wildlife. 

Please click on the ‘Membership & Donations’ link at www.ajwcef.org 
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