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The Newman Government has said yes to more than 100 

species of birds by saying no to plans by the Port of Brisbane 

to pave Swan Lake and put up a parking lot. 

Swan Lake at the Port of Brisbane is a man-made stormwater 
retention basin which has become home to 143 species of 
birds, including black swans.  

Birds Queensland past president and Swan Lake campaigner Mike West is 
ecstatic at the government's decision to save Swan Lake. Photo: Tony Moore 

The now-privatised Port of Brisbane Authority wanted to pave the 
lake and park an extra 10,000 imported cars on top of the lake. 

It now stores almost 30,000 imported cars on the Port of Brisbane 
site in large car parks, with one car park generating almost $8 
million in rental revenue to the Port of Brisbane. 

Premier Campbell Newman on Sunday said a better alternative to 

paving Swan Lake had to be found. 

 Environment Minister Andrew Powell, Transport Minister Scott Emerson and Lytton MP Neil Symes announce Swan Lake at the Port of 

Brisbane will be saved. Photo: Tony Moore 

"I'm confident that we can work with the Port so there can be more car storage space and still maintain this 
waterway which has been highlighted as important by our local community," Mr Newman said. 

Premier Campbell Newman on Sunday said a better alternative to paving Swan Lake had to be found. 

"I'm confident that we can work with the Port so there can be more car storage space and still maintain this 

waterway which has been highlighted as important by our local 

community," Mr Newman said. 

Transport Minister Scott Emerson - one of two ministers, along 
with state development minister Jeff Seeney who had 
responsibility for the decision, explained the government's decision. 

"I've taken the advice of both Neil Symes, as the local member, 

but also the environment minister about the ecological values of 

this site," Mr Emerson said.  

"We believe that Swan Lake should remain here and we've informed the Port of that decision."  

Birdlife at Swan Lake, at the Port of Brisbane. Photo: Tony Moore 

He said he understood a deal has been done between Brisbane City Council and the Port of Brisbane to move 
the nearby tourist centre. 

Environment Minister Andrew Powell said he and his department always held "significant concerns" about the 
Port of Brisbane's plans to cover the lake to build a car park. 
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"Not only does it serve an important biodiversity outcome, in terms of 140 species of birds call it home, some of 
those significant migratory birds," Mr Powell said. 

"But it also serves an important role as an important stormwater retention basin, which means it collects 
stormwater from the surrounding industrial area and making sure that it gets to be a better quality before it 
enters into Moreton Bay. 

"Put these concerns together with the community concerns and it was a very good reason to knock back this 
proposal." 

The Port of Brisbane has acknowledged the government's decision. 

In a statement they said in terms of the motor vehicle industry, which this decision primarily impacts, Port of 
Brisbane would work with the industry to investigate other more economical and efficient storage options to 
reduce the cost on the consumer. 

Birds Queensland past president and Save Swan Lake Alliance co-ordinator Mike West said he was genuinely 
surprised by the government's decision. 

"This one was decided, there was no way the government wasn't going to give this lake up, and we were told 
that," he said. 

"But it's turned around after a very strong campaign." 

The birdwatcher said it was an invaluable site and the tourist information centre - which Brisbane City Council 
was considering moving - should stay. 

"We don't have a lake like this in Brisbane and it's wonderful to hear the ministers refer to this as Swan Lake, 
because it never was called Swan Lake until we started it up." 

Mr West said he believed the fact it fit exactly into the words of the Joni Mitchell song Big Yellow Taxi helped 
get public attention. 

"Because that is exactly what they intended to do, 'Pave paradise and put up a 
parking lot'." 

He said the next step of the campaign was to provide proof to car 
manufacturers that their cars were getting rusty while they were stored at the 
Port of Brisbane. 

"We've spoken to someone who has bought a new car which had been stored 
here and had to have rust cut out," Mr West said. 

He said Brisbane City Council should be asked to keep the tourist centre and to 
promote it as a tourist centre.  

Some of Swan Lake's black swans. Photo: Tony Moore 

 
Local MP Neil Symes said he was encouraged by the debate which led to a "win-win" situation to protect the 
local ecology. 

Wildlife Preservation Society president Simon Balthais said he was delighted. 

"It's a great outcome for the community and for wildlife and you've got to be happy about that." 


