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As koalas struggle with habitat loss, they are now facing more attacks from 

cattle, horses and other livestock, wildlife experts say. 

Koala joey Fraser lost his mother in a cow attack in northern New South Wales 
last year. 

While his mother was killed, Fraser broke his leg and arm in the attack. 

The joey was treated at the Currumbin Wildlife Hospital on Queensland's Gold  
Coast and now lives with carer Susannah Keogh in Lismore, in northern NSW.  
 
Ms Keogh said she thought he was not going to make it because he was so small. 

"Every time we were just about to give up on him he'd fight back and he's 
come through absolutely magnificently," she said. 

"He was only about 600 grams when he came in and he's 4 kilograms now — 
he's a miracle." 
 
Ms Keogh, who is also part of Friends of the Koala, said cow attacks on 
koalas were quite common around northern NSW, with eight killed in the 
last 15 months. 

It is understood livestock mistake the koala as a threat.  

 
"It is usually fatal for the koalas because as you can imagine the cow is significantly larger than a koala," she said. 
 

Currumbin Wildlife Hospital senior veterinarian Michael Pyne agreed that injuries from cows were common. 
"Surprisingly it happens quite a bit — I've got no doubt there's a lot of under-reporting," he said. 
 

HE SAID DISEASE WAS STILL THE BIGGEST THREAT FOR KOALAS, REPRESENTING 60 PER CENT OF HOSPITAL 
ADMISSIONS LAST YEAR. 
 

KOALAS SPEND MORE TIME ON GROUND DUE TO TREE LOSS 
 

Koala rescuer Clare Gover from Queensland's Darling Downs region said she saw 
dozens of koalas injured by cattle and horses every year. 

"The injuries are quite horrific — they get trampled and tossed, they get 

multiple fractures, internal bleeding and organ damage," she said.  
 

Ms Gover treated koala Harriet and baby Taylor, who were pounded by horses at a 

property, and successfully released back into the wild after months of rehabilitation. 

She said koalas were having to spend more time on the ground as a result of tree loss 
and development. 

World Wildlife Fund spokesman Dr Martin Taylor said livestock attacks were one more 
obstacle faced by koalas when their habitat was being bulldozed. 

"This is just one example of what koalas face because their forest homes have been  
bulldozed and broken up — we have no idea of the scale of this," he said. 

Dr Taylor said cows probably confused koalas with a threat like a small dog, which would 
 harm their calves. 

Landholders are being urged to report any injuries or deaths. 
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