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Photo: A species of marsupial thought to be locally extinct was discovered in NSW where it has not been 

seen for over a century Marsupial Thought to be Extinct is Found in Sturt National Park. Credit - Wild 

Deserts via Storyful Source:Supplied 

IT HASN’T been seen in more than 100 years, so this little marsupial is causing 
quite a stir in the west of NSW.  
 

A TINY marsupial that was thought to be locally extinct from New South Wales for more than 100 years has 

remerged in the state’s west. 

The crest-tailed mulgara, or Dasycercus cristicauda, can still be found around other parts of Australia in desert areas, 

but was recently discovered living in the northwest of NSW in Tibooburra’s Sturt National Park. 

It was only known to inhabit NSW through the discovery of bone fragments and was thought to have gone extinct 

from the region over a century ago due to the introduction of invasive species. 

The small, carnivorous marsupial is closely related to the Tasmanian devil and eats small mammals, reptiles, and 

insects. 

 

A single mulgara was found by a team of scientists from the University of New South Wales during a recent scientific 

monitoring of the area for their Wild Deserts project. 

It aims to find and return mammal species that have been extinct from their natural habitat for more than 90 years 

to Sturt National Park. 

Predators will be removed from the 20sq km enclosures being provided in the park for the animals before they are 

reintroduced. 

“The crest-tailed mulgara was once widely distributed across sandy desert environments in inland Australia, but 

declined due to the effects of rabbits, cats and foxes,” UNSW scientist and Wild Deserts ecologist Dr Rebecca West 

said in a statement about the unexpected discovery. 

“The species weighs around 150g and has pale blond fur and a thick tail with a distinctive black crest.” 

 

Other mammals that the team hope to reintroduce include the greater bilby, 

western barred bandicoot, golden bandicoot, greater stick-nest rat, burrowing 

bettong and the western quoll. 

The discovery comes at a great time, according to UNSW scientist and Wild 

Deserts project co-ordinator Reece Pedler. 

 “Next year we are due to begin introduced predator and rabbit eradication 

from a large area, which will no doubt help the mulgara,” Mr Pedler said. 

The project’s work in South Australia suggests the mulgara is growing in 

population and expanding its range in the Strzelecki Desert. 
 

The marsupial gets its name from the 

distinctive black band around its 

tailSource:Supplied 
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