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Questions are being raised about why a controversial yabby pot known  

to trap and kill platypuses is still in use throughout Queensland, despite  

bans in other states.  

A central Queensland MP has called on the State Government to  

\investigate the impact of opera house pots on platypuses, and to  

review legislation. 

The Queensland Government has introduced limits on the size of the  

pots' entrances, and says there have no reported platypus deaths in compliant traps. 

In Victoria, New South Wales and Western Australia, there are either localised or total bans on the 

pots, and retailers including Kmart and Big W have pulled them from shelves, because of platypuses 

drowning in the traps while hunting the yabbies inside.  

The Member for Mirani, One Nation's Stephen Andrew, said he did not understand why a state well 

known for platypus sightings was not in line with its neighbours.  

"I'm actually shocked — especially [for] animals like this, I thought we'd have their best interests at 

heart," Mr Andrew said.  

 

'EDUCATION IS EVERYTHING' 

Mr Andrew said an online petition he launched in October has about 8,000 signatures.  

He said he was taking the petition to State Parliament this week, and hoped a review would 

determine just how much of a threat the pots posed.  

"My biggest aim was to let people understand that to leave the pots in overnight can have 

catastrophic effects on platypus and other native wildlife." 

 

WHAT ARE THE RULES? 

In Queensland, opera house pots with a rigid entrance of no more than 5 centimetres are permitted 

in all fresh waterways.  

In certain dams, and all non-tidal waters west of the Great Dividing Range and Gore Highway, the 

rigid entrance can be up to 10cm.  

In 2015, Fisheries Queensland estimated more than 200,000 funnel traps, including opera house 

pots, were bought every year.  

Fisheries Minister Mark Furner said there had been no official reports of platypus deaths in traps 

compliant with the regulations, which were implemented in 2015. 

John Bennett, president of the Mackay Recreational Fishers Alliance, said the pots were cheap and 

great for catching freshwater crayfish and red claw.  

Mr Bennett said he supported any move to help platypuses, but he was not convinced a total ban 

was necessary. 

Photo: This platypus was found dead inside 

a yabby pot in Finch Hatton, west of Mackay. 

(Supplied: Warren Swadling)  
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"If there are certain areas where these opera house pots are killing platypus it's certainly something 

that needs addressing," he said.  

"Maybe it's only specific regions — it'd be interesting to see the data. 

"But I'm … not in favour of putting a broadscale ban on the use of these." 

 

THE DATA, OR LACK THEREOF 

There is little research on the issue, considering people are not likely to report that they had 

inadvertently killed a platypus.  

The Queensland Alliance for Platypus and the Wildlife Preservation Society Queensland hope to 

change that.  

Researcher Tamielle Brunt said the groups were conducting a survey asking people if they had seen 

it happening. 

"People have private properties [and] private dams, and we don't know where people are putting 

the nets in. 

 

"We're wanting to see what the statistics may say in terms of it being a 
big issue like we do think it actually is." 

Since the survey was launched less than a fortnight ago, seven people have reported dead 

platypuses trapped in pots in areas from Port Douglas to Coomera. 

"It's a complex issue and that's where we just feel a statewide ban, the same as [in] Victoria, will 

take that confusion out and certainly save a lot more wildlife," Ms Brunt said.  

She said localised bans did not account for platypus behaviour and migration. 

 

"If we have good rainfall they'll certainly travel far and wide."  

A BALANCING ACT 

Mr Bennett said tourism was an important part of the discussion.  

"Particularly in the west, there are a lot of red claw and tourism industries [that] are built up on 

attracting tourists to catch red claw," he said.  

He said platypuses were also a major tourism attraction for areas such as Eungella, west of Mackay.  

 

"Platypus getting caught would be a disaster, particularly in areas with 
platypus like Broken River that generate millions of dollars for our 

economy."  

Mr Andrew hopes for a change in legislation that will not stop people from yabbying, but will 

stipulate they use other traps or check pots more frequently. 

"It'd be a shame to have this beautiful little monotreme fade into the distance because we didn't 

make exceptions, or even just look at how what we do affects them." 

 


