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The 14-month-old has now been released from hospital after  
undergoing surgery for a fractured skull and cuts to his neck  
and head. 

The boy's parents were woken by the his cries around  
midnight on Thursday as he was by dragged by a dingo meters  
from the camper trailer where they slept. 

His father managed to scare off several dingoes including one  
that still had hold of his son. 

The third attack on Fraser in less than three months prompted Environment Minister Leeanne Enoch 
to issue an urgent review into dingo management on the island. 

The Department of Environment and Science (DES) said rangers' attempts to find the dingo had been 
unsuccessful so far due to "a lack of visibility on the night, the limited number of witnesses, and the 
stealth natures of the dingoes". 

While dingoes involved in past attacks have been euthanised due to the risk of them teaching the 
behaviour to others in their pack, the department said it was only considered as a last resort. 

According to DES, ear tags were often used to identify individual dingoes on the island, and to 
recognise those that "exhibit, or are anticipated to exhibit, problematic behaviour". 

"It is estimated that about one third of the sighted dingo population is untagged, as not all dingoes 
exhibit problematic behaviour," the department said in a statement. 

It said there would be an increased presence of rangers on the island over the coming Anzac Day 
weekend, to prevent visitor and dingo interactions. 

"Rangers do know that behaviour shown by the dingoes involved were likely a result of them being 
habituated with humans, and have learnt to associate humans with food from either being fed by 
people, or from eating food that has not been locked up at campsites," the department 
spokesperson said. 
"This is why rangers are constantly reminding people to lock up their food, never feed dingoes, camp 
in fenced areas where possible, secure all rubbish, fish and bait, and not to interact in any way with 
dingoes as they are wild animals and their behaviours can be unpredictable." 

ATTACK 'DEVASTATING' FOR VOLUNTEERS WHO WARN VISITORS 

Cheryl Bryant from Save Fraser Island Dingoes' said members of the volunteer organisation had been 
trying to warn visitors about the animals just days before the most recent attack, and had made 
recommendations to the department after earlier incidents. 

Photo: Authorities say dingoes are only 
euthanised as a last resort. (Supplied: 
Andrew Richter)  
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"We had been trying to get the word out just before Easter, the whole week, for people to be dingo 
safe, be aware, be vigilant, then we wake up to hear this news, it's devastating," she said. 

Ms Bryant said a poor culture of people interacting with dingoes was to blame for the attacks this 
year. 
"The problem is not necessarily the people that were injured, it's the fact that these dingoes were 
raised in the Eurong area around humans, they have no wariness of them anymore," she said. 
"Some visitors come over to the island and they try to interact with them and feed them … but the 
next person that comes and doesn't do the same when the dingo might come looking for food, well 
then that person often pays the consequence. 
"As a result, someone is badly injured and probably through no fault of their own, and now we have 
a child mauled, and we are probably going to lose more animals." 

PARENTS EXPECT TODDLER TO MAKE FULL RECOVERY 

On Tuesday, the toddler involved in the attack was released from the Queensland Children's 
Hospital. 

In a statement, the toddler's parents said their son was "doing well and we anticipate a full 
recovery". 

"We would like to thank our family for their love and support during this difficult time, we would 
also like to thank the amazing staff at the Queensland Children's Hospital who have cared for our 
boy, and the Emergency Services personnel who were there for us in those first few critical hours. 
"We sincerely appreciate the thoughts, prayers and well wishes that have been publicly expressed 
for our family." 
 
Ms Bryant welcomed the Environment Department's review and said a long-term solution needed to 
be found. 
"Improving signage and education, increasing ranger presence, it's all good but it is not enough," she 
said. 
"We need to review the current risk management strategy and improve it, we have a whole list of 
recommendations that we put on the table after the last incident with the French tourists. 
"This should have happened then, and now [after the most recent attack], it's even more imperative 
we find a solution and fast." 
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