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The Australian night parrot is one of the most elusive birds  
in the world. 
Sightings of the green nocturnal parrot represent the holy  
grail for birdwatchers. 
 
"All of the evidence points to there being only a handful of  
birds in a couple of locations scattered across the country,"  
University of Queensland ecologist Dr Steve Murphy said. 
 
"In western Queensland, all of the survey efforts to date  
points to there being a population in the tens, not hundreds." 
 
The birds' known habitat in south-western Queensland is on Pullen Pullen reserve, a site established 
by Bush Heritage Australia. 
The reserve's exact location is kept secret to protect the night parrot from overzealous birdwatchers. 
 
FERAL CATS WERE THE ENEMY 

Feral cats have been a relentless predator of the bird in the past and conservation efforts had 
included trying to eradicate them. 
"Feral cats are out in that landscape, we know that for sure and we expect that night parrots are 
very susceptible to feral cat predation," Dr Murphy said. 
 

"When you're dealing with only a handful of birds, you don't need many cats around for it to be a 
really serious problem." 

The team is now rethinking previous strategies to catch and kill the feral cats.  

Instead, they are planning to catch and release the cats to learn more about their patterns. 

"As strange as it may seem what we're doing is we're catching cats in certain parts of the landscape, 
we're catching feral cats in soft-jawed leg-hold traps and we fit them with a GPS tracking device — 
it's a real-time GPS tracking device — and we release them," Dr Murphy said. 

CATS WILL ONLY GET TEMPORARY REPRIEVE 

The team, funded by the Threatened Species Recovery Hub, will watch the movements of the cats 
for between one and two months to understand more about where they live, where they travel to 
find food and how often they enter the parrot's nesting areas. 

"When little baby night parrots are in the nest they become extremely vocal," Dr Murphy explained.  

"They start crying out and chirping away in the last few days before they fledge, which of course 
makes them a sitting duck for any feral cats that are in the area." 

Photo: Feral cats will be tagged and monitored. 
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Dr Murphy said the information gathered through tracking the cats would allow future trapping and 
shooting programs in the region to be more accurate. 

"If we can show that, for example, cats spend most of their time in the river systems and only 
occasionally pulse out towards the parrots, then we can take the fight with the cats to those river 
systems before they have the opportunity to move out to where the parrots are." 

 


