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Carly Humphrys, mammal keeper at the Alice Springs Desert Park, said the  
infant echidna was found at Imanpa, a remote community 200 kilometres  
south of the town. 

"He was picked up by a member of the community who looked after him for  
a week before they could actually bring him into Alice Springs," she said. 

"They initially fed him on coconut milk as they knew that he wasn't allowed  
to have lactose." 

Ms Humphrys said it was unusual to see a puggle as small as this one — let  
alone hand rear it. 

"We were quite concerned that he wasn't going to survive considering his size. 

"From the research that I've done and from vets that I've talked to, they don't usually have much 
success hand raising puggles below 120 grams and, considering he was 112 grams when he came in, 
there was a likelihood he wasn't going to survive." 

Keepers affectionately call him Puggly — but it's not his official name. 
"It's one of those things … we don't usually name things until we know they are going to survive," Ms 
Humphrys said. 

FEEDING THE FIRST OBSTACLE 

It took around 10 days for the echidna to start to feed on specialised echidna formula. 

"Initially, I tried using [the formula] in the palm of my hand, considering it would have been in 
Mum's pouch at that stage," Ms Humphrys said. 

"What Mum does is milk oozes from the pores in her skin and the puggle will lap up the milk with its 
tongue." 
Unfortunately the hand method was unsuccessful. 

"He was just face planting in my hand and just getting milk all over him. Then I tried a silicon egg 
poaching cup and that seemed to do the job," Ms Humphrys said. 

"When he started eating we put a large volume of milk in there so that he could consume it pretty 
quickly as well." 

He now drinks every four days from a bowl that encourages self-feeding. 

"They should drink around 20 per cent of their body weight with each feed and he's been doing that 
consistently, which is fantastic." 

Photo: Puggly only weighed 112 grams 

when he was dropped off at the Alice 

Springs Desert Park. Now the baby 

echidna weighs more than 400 grams. 
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NOT OUT OF THE WOODS YET 

Despite being roughly three months old, the monotreme's transformation has been incredible. His 
keepers ultimately want him to become self-sufficient. 
"He's 450 grams now," Ms Humphrys said. 

"Going from the pink, spineless little creature into one that's actually got some darker skin 
pigmentation now and the spines are just peeping through." 

The next hurdle is to wean the orphaned puggle and transition it to an adult echidna diet. 

"If they don't have enough fat reserves, they can end up with pneumonia and die," Ms Humphrys 
said. 
"The weaning process takes up to five to seven months, depending on the individual puggle. This guy 
might take a little bit longer because he came in as an orphan and had a bit of a slow start." 

And until then, the keepers are hesitant about giving Puggly an official name. 
"We are holding off on an [official] name until we are 100 per cent sure that we get through that 
next hurdle," Ms Humphrys said. 

 


