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Four bushwalkers were followed by a cassowary for seven minutes in an 

“unnerving” incident, prompting Queensland wildlife officers to issue a warning for 

people not to feed the potentially aggressive birds. 

The Department of Environment and Science (DES) is urging people not to feed 

cassowaries, after a close encounter with a group of people in the Atherton 

Tablelands. 

Footage taken in May shows a cassowary approaching the group, coming within a 

metre of the walkers, before following them for seven minutes along a walking 

track near Windin Falls in the Wooroonooran National Park. 

Cassowaries, which can grow to 180 centimetres tall and weigh about 80 

kilograms, have been known for vicious attacks, with sharp talons that can leave 

deep gashes. 

In 2019, a 75-year-old Florida man who kept exotic birds on a farm was attacked 

by a cassowary. He died in hospital from his injuries. 

Senior wildlife officer Dinouk Perera said officers had confirmed the cassowary’s 

behaviour indicated it had become habituated to being fed by people. 

He said a cassowary that was not habituated would never approach bushwalkers 

and would have retreated into the forest. 

“This was an unnerving incident for the bushwalkers and they did the right thing by 

remaining calm and moving away until the cassowary realised it wasn’t going to be 

fed,” he said. 

 



“Cassowaries are unpredictable, potentially dangerous animals and habituated birds 

have been known to act aggressively and lash out if they don’t receive a feed when 

confronting people in the forest.” 

Mr Perera said the maximum penalty for deliberately feeding cassowaries was 

$5222. 

He said officers had also investigated recent reports that people around Kuranda in 

north Queensland were feeding cut fruit to cassowaries and enticing them to stay 

around residential areas. 

“Cassowaries are classified as endangered in the wet tropics and every time a bird 

is deliberately fed by people, they become more vulnerable to vehicle strikes or dog 

attacks,” he said. 

“Forty-six cassowaries have been killed or injured by vehicle strikes in the past two 

years near Kuranda and Mission Beach, and wildlife officers believe many of those 

cassowaries had been habituated by people deliberately feeding them. 

“The most recent cassowary road strike in far north Queensland occurred at Millaa 

Millaa this morning and unfortunately that animal had to be euthanised.” 

 

https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/queensland/filmed-cassowary-close-

encounter-prompts-warning-from-wildlife-officers-20210518-p57t0n.html 

（実際の映像がこの英語の元の記事からご覧になれます。↑） 
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