Footage of last-known surviving Tasmanian tiger
remastered and released in 4K colour
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International film colourisation experts have released digitised
footage of the last-known surviving Tasmanian tiger, taken just years
before the species went extinct.

An image of the original black-and-white
footage of the last known surviving
Tasmanian tiger taken in 1933 in

The original footage of the animal was shot by Australian zoologist Hobart.(Wikimedia Commons)

David Fleay in 1933 on black-and-white film but has now been

colourised overseas and released today by the National Film and Sound Archive of Australia (NFSA).

The film shows Benjamin — the last-known Tasmanian thylacine — walking around an enclosure at Hobart's
Beaumaris Zoo, before the animal died 85 years ago today and the species declared extinct.

The footage was released by the NFSA to coincide with National Threatened Species Day, which raises awareness of
other animals and plants at risk of extinction.

The 'painstaking process' of colourisation

The NFSA said that fewer than 12 original films of the Tasmanian tiger exist, amounting to about three minutes of
silent, black-and-white footage.

"It's a painstaking process that employs a lot of subjectivity and own personal creativity to be able to interpret a lot
of different facets of history," the NFSA's curator Vick Gwyn said.

"By using a lot of secondary and primary records, and looking at amazing 3D renders of this creature, the team can
employ that historic sleuth work and re-imagine the colour."

One of the colourisation experts that worked on the footage, Samuel Frangois-Steininger, said a lack of archived
footage of the species meant experts relied on written descriptions of the tiger's coat.

"These descriptions, combined with scientific drawings, and recent 3D colour renderings of the animal, meant we
were able to get a clear idea of what the thylacine's fur should look like," Mr Frangois-Steininger said.

"I have worked on more than 100 archive-based documentary films and series, most of them very complex.

"For the thylacine, | faced a different kind of challenge and responsibility: | had to take care of the rare footage, and
pay tribute to the last representative of a species, which disappeared 85 years ago."

Footage captures 'really rare species’

Thylacine were the largest carnivorous marsupial before their extinction, with a population estimated to be about
5,000 at the time of European settlement.

Several theories have been put forward as to what caused the species to die out, including a boom in dingo
populations and rising sea levels.

Although the popular species has been classified as extinct for almost a century, some people have tried
unsuccessfully to prove Tasmanian tigers still exist.



Ms Gwyn said today's footage highlighted how rare the thylacine was before it disappeared.

"I think most people will be very familiar with footage of this amazing creature pacing around what looks like a very
austere concrete slab enclosure in Hobart," Ms Gwyn said.

"It shows Benjamin living in captivity, pacing this enclosure, giving a good old scratch, similar to a dog, having a little
huff and a puff, and doing one of the species well-known threat yawns, where they open up their jaws really wide,
showing that incredible range.

"Their jaw alone shows that this was a really rare species at the time and it is sad it is now extinct."
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