
Moreton Bay Shellfish Reef Restoration 

 

The Central Moreton Bay OzFish Chapter has an 

ambitious goal to restore 100 hectares of shellfish reef 

in Moreton Bay over the next 10 years and beyond, 

stretching many hundreds of hectares. 

 

Moreton Bay Shellfish Recycling Centre 

The establishment of the Moreton Bay Shellfish Recycling Centre is just one part of the 

journey to restore Moreton Bay’s shellfish reefs. 

 

Used shells are collected from seafood businesses and restaurants across Brisbane. 

These shells are needed to restore the reefs as research has shown used shells 

encourage live oysters to return and reestablish themselves naturally. Every oyster shell 

that is recycled and placed back into a suitable reef restoration site will provide a home 

for up to 10 baby oysters. The recycling center sterilises the used shells from disease 

and pests for up to 4 months before placing them back in the Bay. 

 

Restoring lost habitat 

These modular reef restoration structures will be positioned in areas outside of green 

zones where oyster reefs previously existed in locations that will not detrimentally affect 

seagrasses, wading birds, commercial fishers and wormers or create boating navigation 

hazards or amenity. 

 

We will monitor the results of these trials together with University researchers and aim 

to scale up the most effective restoration methods over the coming 10 years with the 

goal of restoring 100 hectares of oyster reef in a decade. This has the potential to 

generate up to 250 tonnes of seafood per year. 

 

Our Oyster Lease 

Through funds raised at the Wynnum Manly Seafood Festival and ongoing community 

donations, the OzFish Chapter has been able to purchase an oyster lease to help grow 

baby oysters (spat) to reinvigorate the reef and kickstart shellfish reef regeneration. 

 

Baskets were placed out on the lease in November 2019 and were filled with thousands 

of recycled shells. Within a few months, they’ve shown new shellfish successfully 

growing with oysters, mussels, and other shellfish. A recent survey counted the life on 

200 shells and there were 1,123 new oysters and 457 mussels. 
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Over time the oysters and mussels will grow and bind together and provide ridged 

structures. These will then be transferred to the trial site to establish and form the new 

reefs. 

 

The Robust Oyster Basket 

Creating oyster reefs is a tricky business and often requires collaboration between 

communities, businesses and volunteers. 

 

OzFish members decided to take advantage of oysters’ natural tendency to grow 

together in clumps and created a Robust Oyster Basket, affectionately known as a ROB. 

These make it easy to transfer the used shell to the restoration site and also ensure 

volunteers can have the opportunity to help deploy the reefs without any heavy 

machinery. 

 

The ROBs is made from degradable steel mesh that is filled with recycled oyster shell 

volunteers help clean at the shell recycling center. The mesh takes about 2 years to 

degrade which gives the oysters and other shellfish time to clump together before 

completely rusting out, leaving only a solid structure of oyster shells and living shellfish. 


